
 

 

 
   

 

 
MAYORAL MINUTE NO 16/2019 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR EMERGENCY SERVICES AND VOLUNTEERS DURING BUSHFIRES 
 

12 NOVEMBER 2019 
 

Councillors,  
 
Right now, bushfires are raging across our country. This is a devastating time and our thoughts 
are with those who have already been impacted by the fires. As of this morning, there are still 57 
fires burning across New South Wales and 28 of these are uncontained. A state of emergency 
has been declared and the danger level is catastrophic for many parts of our state.  
 
Almost 600 schools in New South Wales, including many in our own Shire, were closed today 
due to bushfire risk and Council also closed bushland reserves, tracks and trails.   
 
While, thankfully, none of these fires are in The Hills, severe weather conditions are predicted to 
continue for some time making the possibility of a bushfire within our region all too real. We have 
been urging people to remain alert, listen to advice given by authorities and be prepared.  
 
Many of our local emergency services teams, including The Hills SES, New South Wales Rural 
Fire Service (RFS) and Fire & Rescue New South Wales, are currently out in the field battling 
fires in other areas of our state.  
 
For their heroic efforts, I cannot thank them enough and I’m sure we all share this sentiment. We 
are incredibly grateful to our emergency services teams who give so selflessly of their time and 
who willingly put their own safety on the line to protect lives, properties and businesses in harm’s 
way.  
 
I would especially like to acknowledge Hills District Fire Control Officer, Superintendent John 
Hojel for his hard work and dedication over many years of keeping our shire safe. A big thank 
you also goes out to the families and employers who continue to support our wonderful 
volunteers as they perform their important work. All of our firefighters deserve our thanks and 
our utmost respect in these trying times.  
 
MOTION  
 
Accordingly I move the following:  
 
1. This Mayoral Minute be received. 
2. Council recognise and thank the SES, Fire & Rescue NSW, the RFS and all other 

emergency services for their efforts in assisting with the bushfires.  
 
 

Dr Michelle Byrne  
MAYOR  


